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The apathy party
Christopher Paré
 
Think it's tough trying to muster any interest in a provincial
election, especially following the denouement of an Obama
victory down south? Try being democracy advocate Ilona
Dougherty, who has the unenviable task of making you care.

Dougherty, 28, is the co-founder and executive director of
Apathy Is Boring, a national, nonpartisan initiative started in
2004 aimed at engaging young voters (i.e., the 18-to-35
bracket) in the political process. They rely heavily on digital
technology and web-based tools as part of their outreach, but
with voter fatigue at an all-time high (an oft-cited poll by
CROP Inc. shows that 70 per cent of Quebec voters do not
want another election), Dougherty concedes that there is
much work to be done.

"It's funny - one thing I heard a lot after the last federal election was the fact that it's not only young
people who aren't voting, now their parents aren't voting [either]."

She says the Apathy squad has been a little slow off the mark as a result of their involvement in the
last federal election, but that the campaign is finally underway. Their website includes information on
how to vote in Quebec, a summary of party platforms, a coalition of artists against apathy and even a
candidates' kit. "The other thing we try to do is not just reach out to youth, but also reach out to
candidates about how they can better engage youth."

Accessibility, especially around the holiday season, will also be an issue. Ironically, Dougherty was
unable to vote in a 2006 Quebec by-election in her Ste-Marie-St-Jacques riding. "I hadn't registered
beforehand, and didn't realize that federally
and provincially the rules were that different.
So if that can happen to me, [it] can definitely
happen to anybody."

And to the disengaged, disenfranchised or just
plain disinclined, Dougherty proffers the same
cautionary words she does every election: "A
democracy that isn't used is dangerous, and we
need to recognize that it's the times when it
doesn't seem as exciting that are probably the
most critical to get out and vote - because big
things happen when no one is watching."

For more information, visit
www.apathyisboring.com.
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Hmmmmmm..........  
 
How do you deal with electoral indifference despite ongoing economic instability and health care
issues? How do you engage the populace who are overwhelmingly opposed to an election despite all
the issues in play right now? I think that as a beginning you have top look south to see how to engage
an electorate. By bringing the machinery into the 21st century. By engaging people directly and
addressing the widespread issues that affect all the subsections of society. Michelle Blanc hit it on the
head on tout Le Monde En Parle by calling out that political head regarding the archaic method of
campaigning both here in Quebec and the rest of Canada. It takes a multi-faceted approach to
campaign nowadays. And given the stunning success of the campaign to the south, it seems that the
results are there to be had....it just takes the temerity to take that first step.

Reuven De Souza November 25th, 2008

¿quis lëgët håec?: CLXXIV  
 
The reason that it's tough trying to muster any interest in an election, provincial or otherwise, isn't
because we as a society don't care or don't believe in the power of democracy, no, it's simply that we
as a people don't believe in the choices before us. Apathy IS boring but where are we expected to
muster up faith in an election when the parties and representatives involved only seem motivated in
pushing their agenda regardless of what we the people want or need. In Quebec alone we're stuck
choosing between the ineffectual Liberals and strident and terribly out of touch PQ. The ADQ?
Right...assuming it ever gets its head out of its arse it might almost register as an alternative worth
considering. Almost. Ilona Dougherty, co-founder and executive director of Apathy Is Boring fails to
grasp that motivating the masses means nothing if the infernal machine that is our government is
hopelessly out of touch with the people it is meant to serve.

Pedro Eggers November 23rd, 2008
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2000  characters remaining

 
 
 
LIMIT PER PERSON : one comment per article per member. Thank you.

Your comment will be read by our approval team and, if it is approved, will be posted on the website within 24 hours. It
could also be published, along with your name, in the printed version of Hour magazine and on any of our partner
websites. In order to present the highest quality of comments, Hour reserves the right to refuse certain submissions.
Any plagiarism will entail the entire removal of the member’s profile. Hour is not responsible for the opinions expressed
by the members.
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