
A Snapshot of Civics
Education in Canada

Okay, so youth aren’t getting involved in formal politics these days, but why not? Where are we getting our infor-
mation from, and what do we make of it? Does civics education in schools make a difference in voter turnouts 
and active political participation? What role do teachers play educating students about our political system? 
Does civics education need a makeover?

Apolitical Education

While Canadian kids get civics education from as early as first grade all the way to the end of high school, what 
and how students are taught is problematic. Civics courses are government regulated, and civics knowledge is 
made up of a lot of procedural and legislative information. Kids learn about civic virtues like multiculturalism and 
environmental sustainability. The most hands-on part of the class is often a mock vote.  

Polite Politics

Some argue that you shouldn’t participate at all in civic life until you know the basics. So in a way it makes sense 
to keep classrooms neutral environments where we learn the fundamentals. Knowing how things work is impor-
tant. There’s a direct correlation between political understanding and participation, but shouldn’t students learn 
how to make their voices heard as well? Students are rarely asked to share their opinions on controversial ques-
tions in school, and so that might be why they don’t tend to make their points heard outside of the classroom 
through voting, or participating as active citizens either.

Practical Politics 

Both students and teachers argue that schools need to be re-politicized. Most students say that they lack informa-
tion, which contributes to their apathy. Likewise, teachers advocate for opportunities to have their students really 
experience politics. To make the link between politics and their lives, kids need to learn about how to support a 
party member, how to attend public meetings, gather signatures for a petition, and so on. 

What’s Next?

With civics education grounded in personal responsibility, dry facts and technicalities, students have a hard time 
getting excited about politics. Conversely, teachers don’t have the teaching tools they need. The result is that no 
one gets to take a bite out of any real issues. And let’s face it -- it is the issues that make politics interesting. So 
what to do? Is it our obligation to keep political issues out of schools, or do we owe it to ourselves to engage 
potentially charged topics within the classroom? You be the judge, and be sure to let your parents and teachers 
know what you think!
 
If you want to read more check out: http://www.cprn.org/doc.cfm?doc=1771&l=en
 


